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cord. The mere division of the cord, he said, produces fc the
astonishing result of an animal, in which the head and the
body enjoy separate vitality, the head living as if the
"body did not exist, and the body living as if the head did
not exist. Guinea-pigs, after decapitation, seem very sensi-
tive to the pain caused by the -wound in the neck; they
alternately carry first one hind-leg, and then the other, to
the spot, as if to scratch it. Kittens also do the same."
A few years afterwards, 1817, Dr. Wilson Philip concluded
that "the spinal marrow possesses sensorial power, as appears
from very simple experiments;" but he held the brain to be
the chief source of sensorial power.* The following year,
Lallernand supported this opinion by the very curious pheno-
mena exhibited by infants born without brains: these infants
breathed, swallowed, sucked, squalled, and gave very unequi-
vocal signs of sensibility. The value of such observations
consists in disproving the objection frequently urged "against
the evidence of decapitated animals, namely, that in these
animals the spinal cord preserves the remains of a sensi-
bility endowed by the brain.
Longet here places an observation recorded by Beyer. A
new-born infant, whose brain, during the birth, had been
completely extirpated (to save the mother's life), was wrapped
in a towel, and placed in the corner of the room, as a lifeless
mass. While the surgeon was giving all his care to the
mother, he heard with horror a kind of murmur proceeding
from the spot where the body had been placed. In three
minutes a distinct cry was heard. The towel was removed,
and, to the surprise of all, this brainless infant was seen
struggling with rapid movement of its arms and legs. It
cried, and gave other signs of sensibility for several minutes.f
In 1828, Calmeil arrived at the same conclusion as that
reached by Legallois, "Wilson Philip, and Lallemand. Indeed
when, in 1833, the Eeflex Theory appeared, this opinion was
so firmly rooted, that we find Mr. Grainger combating it as
* WILSON PHILIP : Experimental Inquiry into the Laws of the Vital
Functions^ pp. 209, 210.
t LONGET : Traitt de Physiologic, ii. 105.